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ARTICLES

Archival and Library Resources on East Asia
within the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

The above is the collective title given to separate papers presented at a special
panel of the Eighth Annual Meeting of the Mid-Atlantic Region of the Association
for Asian Studies, held at Clarion State C o l l e g e , C l a r i o n , Pennsylvania, October
26-28, 1979.

I.

Resources on East Asia at the U . S . Army Military History
Institute
D . Clayton James

U . S . Army Military History
Institute
(Mississippi State University)

The U . S . Army Military History Institute was established in 1967 at Carlisle
Barracks, Pennsylvania, the location also of the Army War C o l l e g e . Serving as
the army's central repository for unofficial source material on military history,
especially on the evolution of the American army, the Institute has a staff of
forty-three persons and holdings of about 8,700 archival boxes of manuscripts,
100,000 classified and unclassified documents, 300,000 books, 30,000 peri
odical titles, 400,000 photographs, 40,000 audio-visual items, and 75,000
military artifacts. It provides extensive research services to agencies and
individuals, including on-going publication of bibliographies on its collections.
Since 1970 the Institute has conducted a program of de-briefing senior retired
officers and c i v i l i a n officials of the army that has produced a significant body
of oral history transcripts on modern military developments.
Both the quantity and quality of the holdings are in approximate proportion to
the degree of the American army's involvement in a war or incident. Thus the
greatest strength is in such areas as the European and Mediterranean theaters of
World War II and the American C i v i l War. The main East Asian coverage is of
the American ground forces in the Korean War, with the China-Burma-India
and Pacific theaters of World War II ranking next. Special surveys by the I n 
stitute to collect materials on the Spanish-American War, the Philippine
insurrections, and World War I have also netted some valuable diaries and memoirs
on the Boxer Rebellion of 1900 and the Siberian expedition of 1918-20. The
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Institute has little Asian-language material, although some insight into East Asian
military and civilian affairs can be gleaned from sources like intelligence reports,
special geographical studies, and records of conferences with or interrogations of
Asians conducted in English.
Manuscripts. The principal areas of strength in the Military History Institute's
manuscript holdings on East Asia are, in approximate order of noteworthiness, the
Korean War (1950-53), Japanese prisoner-of-war camps of 1941-45, the allied
occupation of Japan, the Ryukyus since 1945, and the China theater in World War I I .
Smaller but significant multiple-collection coverage is available on a number of
other areas and periods, especially C h i n a , 1900-36 and 1945-49; Siberia, 1918-20;
and Korea, 1945-48 and 1953-75. There are extensive sources on the Pacific war
of 1941-45, but, for the most part, they deal solely with the American side and
with areas geographically distant from C h i n a , Japan, and Korea. The most im
portant collections relating to East Asia are the following:
Edward M. Almond collection (T55 boxes), containing extensive
personal papers and copies of official documents relating to his service as personnel
chief and chief of staff under General Douglas MacArthur in Japan, 1946-50, and
as X Corps commander in Korea, 1950-51.
Matthew B. Ridgway collection (52 boxes), including materials that cover
the period when he was Eighth Army commander in Korea, 1950-51, and successor
to MacArthur as head of the United Nations Command and Far East Command and
as Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers during the concluding year of the
occupation of Japan.
Paul W. Caraway collection (30 boxes), having important personal records
that relate to his tours of duty as deputy (and acting) chief of staff to General Joseph
W. Stilwell in the China-Burma-India theater during the war against Japan, chief
of staff of United States forces in Japan after the occupation, and later high
commissioner of the Ryukyu Islands.
Andrew D . Bruce collection (25 boxes), holding personal papers as well
as a considerable body of copies of official correspondence from his experiences
as a division commander in Japan and Korea, 1945-46.
Alvan C . Giltem collection (11 boxes), containing reminiscences and
contemporaneous papers that shed light on his tours of duty with the allied expedition
in Siberia, 1919-20, and with General George C . Marshall's truce mission in
C h i n a , 1945-46.
Charles L. Bolte collection (11 boxes), including correspondence and
other personal material from the period of his service as a junior officer at Tientsin,
1932-36.
These and hundreds of other manuscript collections that contain items on East Asia

are described more fully in Richard J . Sommers, Manuscript Holdings of the
Military History Research Collection (2 v o l s . . Special Bibliographic Series
N o . 6; Carlisle Barracks: U . S . Army Military History Research Collection,
1972-75). Like other works in this series, it can be ordered from the Super
intendent of Documents, U . S . Government Printing O f f i c e , Washington, D . C .
20402.
2

The Institute's holdings also include the curricular archives of the Army War
C o l l e g e , consisting of a wide variety of research papers, lectures, course
materials, and special studies that deal with many actual and hypothetical stra
tegic situations involving East Asian nations. See B. Franklin Cooling, A
Suggested Guide to the Curricular Archives of the U . S . Army War C o l l e g e ,
1907-1940 (Special Bibliographic Series N o . 8; Carlisle Barracks: U . S . Army
Military History Research Collection, 1 9 7 3 ) .
3

Oral History. Administered as part of the manuscript holdings, the tapes and transcripts of the Institute's active, continuing oral history program are already the
most extensive available on American military activities in East A s i a , particularly
since the 1920s. In virtually a l l cases the interviews range over the officers' entire
careers but emphasize their principal commands, which may not have been in East A s i a ,
of course. So the depth of treatment on East Asian topics varies greatly. Unfor
tunately some participants have placed personal restrictions on their interviews,
limiting their use to members of the armed services and civilians of the Department
of Defense. For instance, the Institute conducted an interesting oral history project
in 1975 on the administration of the Ryukyus resulting in six interviews with successive
high commissioners of the islands, 1964-72, and with the chief of staff of the Ameri
can command on O k i n a w a , 1969-73, but only two of these interviews are a v a i l 
able to researchers outside the military establishment.^
The following is a list of interviews that are most useful on American military
involvement in East Asia and to which "outside" researchers can gain access:
Name

Rank at Time
of Interviews

Number of
Interviews

Paul D . Adams
William H . Arnold
Donald V . Bennett

General
Lt. General
General

7
4
11

Austin W . Betts
Charles L. Bolte
Andrew J . Boyle
Ferdinand J . Chesarek
Mark W . Clark
George H . Decker
Paul L. Freeman
Barksdale Hamlett
Paul D . Harkins
William M. Hoge

Lt. General
General
Lt. General
General
General
General
General
General
General
General

6
4
5
7
4
4
5
7
1
5
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Tours of Duty
i East Asia
n

Korea, 1951-53
C h i n a , 1934-36; Japan, 1945
Japan, 1952-54; Korea,
1962-63, 1972-73
C h i n a , 1943-45
C h i n a , 1932-36
Korea, 1965-67
Korea, 1953-55
Korea, 1952-53
Korea, 1957-59
C h i n a , 1940-43; Korea, 1950-51
Japan, 1945-51; Korea, 1951-52
Korea, 1953-54
Korea, 1951-52

Name

Rank at Time
of Interviews

Hamilton H . Howze
Edmund C . R. Lasher
Carter B. Magruder
George R. Mather
Bruce Palmer, J r .
Williston B. Palmer
James H . Polk
Herbert B. Powell
Matthew B. Ridgway
Maxwell D . Taylor
Albert C . Wedemeyer
James K . Woolnough
William P. Yarborough

General
M a j . General
General
General
General
General
General
General
General
General
General
General
Lt. General

Number of
Interviews
4
5
4
3
4
1
3
11
4
6
7
6
6

Tours of Duty
in East Asia
Korea,
Korea,
Korea,
Korea,
Korea,
Korea,
Japan,
Japan,
China,
Japan,
China,
Korea,
Korea*,

1959-61
1950-51
1953-55, 1959-61
1959-60
1945-46, 1962-63
1952
1948-51; Korea, 1951
1949-50; Korea, 1950-51
1925-26; Korea, 1950-52
1935-37; Korea, 1953-55
1931-32, 1944-46, 1947
1950, 1961-62
1965, 1968-69

The degree of access even to the above interviews ranges from unrestricted to open
with restrictions, so the researcher should consult the Institute archivist after studying
the annotations in Roy S . Barnard, Oral History (2 v o l s . . Special Bibliographic
Series N o , . 13; Carlisle Barracks: U . S . Army Military History Research C o l l e c t i o n ,
1976-77).
Audio-Visual Records. The Military History Institute's audio-visual collections on
American military activities in East Asia in the twentieth century are considerable and
still growing rapidly. They comprise many thousands of lantern slides and photographs,
as well as hundreds of motion pictures, audio tapes, and phono discs. Some examples
are the Sidney R. Hinds collection, which contains sixty-five 16-mm. films dealing
mostly with post-1945 Korea but also including rare views of China in the early 1920s;
over 400 audio tapes of interrogations of North Korean and Communist Chinese
prisoners captured during the Korean War; tapes of music played by Communist Chinese
forces on the battlefields, 1950-53; and tapes of some sessions of the Korean Armistice
Commission. There are large collections of slides of the Russo-Japanese War, the S i n o Russian border conflicts of the 1920s and 1930s, and the Sino-Japanese War of 1937-45.
Besides 3,800 photographs taken by American military observers in Manchuria, 1904-05,
a sizable number of photographs of the Russo-Japanese War are found in the Mont
gomery M . Macomb and William V . Judson collections. About 3,000 other photo
graphs relate to various periods of modem East Asian history, including scenes of
C h i n a , 1900-04, in the James Hudson collection. In quantity of photographic
holdings those on the Korean War predominate.
0

Books, Periodicals, and Printed Documents. The Institute library's holdings of books,
periodicals, and printed documents are outstanding on the role of the American army
in East A s i a . It also has a large collection of works in other Western languages on
European military relations with C h i n a , Japan, and Korea. The library is strong
in published primary materials, including many rare works, on certain East Asian
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topics, particularly the Russo-Japanese War. Among its items on that conflict are
the reports of most Western observers and an impressive body of contemporary German
and French studies of the campaigns. Noteworthy also are the transcripts in Japanese,
as well as in English, of the records of the International Military Tribunal for the Far
East. A check of the files of bibliographic requests handled by the research and
reference staff indicates considerable strength in a wide variety of areas, such as
the Boxer Rebellion, German intervention in China prior to World War I , the allied
expedition in Siberia, Chinese and Japanese aviation before 1937, American military
activities in China between the world wars, the allied occupations of Japan and Korea,
and the Chinese c i v i l war after 1945. A s with other types of material at the Institute,
however, the bulk of the library's holdings relating to East Asia concern World War
II and Korean War.7
Although the Institute staff undertakes some projects in support of the Army War
College and various army commands, concerted efforts are made to encourage c i v i l i a n
researchers to use the holdings. New accessions are promptly reported in historical and
archival periodicals, and excellent services are provided in individual assistance,
photoduplication facilities, and adequate search rooms for visitors, as well as limited
research on behalf of correspondents. Washington H a l l , a nearby guest hall with
economical rates, has rooms available for outside scholars when not reserved for
official guests at the post.
The fast rate of growth of the collections over the past twelve years is expected to
continue, and expansion of the shelf areas for manuscripts and books is currently
underway. While lacking the vastness of the record groups in the National Archives
and the Washington National Records Center (Suitland, Maryland), the personal
collections of the Military History Institute may be more usable because they are well
organized and indexed. For researchers interested in the evolution of American
military history, the Institute's holdings have become an indispensable supplement
to the official army records in the Washington area.
U . S . Army Military History Institute
Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania 17013
Telephones: (717) 245-3611 (reference);
(717) 245-3601 (manuscripts)

Hours: Monday through Friday
8:00 A . M . - 4 : 3 0 P . M .
Director: C o l . Donald P. Shaw
Archivist: Dr. Richard J . Sommers

Notes:
1. When founded in July 1967, the repository was called the U . S . Army Military
History Research C o l l e c t i o n . In April 1977 it was renamed the U . S . Army
Military History Institute.
2 . V o l . I: G P O Stock N o . 008-029-00101-2 ($3.25). V o l . I I : G P O Stock N o .
008-029-0093-8 ($3.30). A newsletter, Perspectives in Military History, is
published semiannually by the Institute and provides information on recent
acquisitions and activities. Since the holdings continue to grow at a rapid rate,
it is especially useful in supplementing the data in the most recent volumes in the
Special Bibliographic Series on manuscripts (1975) and oral history (1977).
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3.

Out of print. Loan copies are available from the Institute through inter library
loan.

4.

The interviews are conducted by students of the Army War C o l l e g e , most of whom
hold the rank of lieutenant colonel.

5.

V o l . I: G P O Stock N o . 008-029-0094-6 ($2.75). V o l . I I : G P O Stock N o .
008-029-0100-4 ($2.40). Besides the title mentioned in the text of this paper,
the East Asian researcher may be interested also in the following volumes of the
Institute's Special Bibliographic Series:
George S . Pappas, U . S . Army Unit Histories (2 v o l s . . Special Biblio
graphic Series N o . 4; Carlisle Barracks: U . S . Army Military History Institute,
1978). V o l . I: G P O Stock N o . 008-029-00104-7 ($4.00). V o l . I I : G P O
Stock N o : 008-029-00106-3 ($4.50).
Duane Ryan, World War.11, V o l . I I , Pacific War (Special Biblio
graphic Series N o . 16; Carlisle Barracks: U . S . Army Military History Institute,
1979). G P O Stock N o . 008-029-00103-9 ($2.50).
A volume in the series covering the Japanese occupation is now in preparation.

6.

The collections of still photographs are administered by the Institute curator,
Michael J . Winey. A l l other audio-visual records are in the audio-visual
archives, headed by S g t . Thomas A l l e n .

7.

The library director is Ms. Joyce L. Eakin. The chief of the research and
reference branch is John L. Slonaker. Inquiries about manuscripts and oral history
holdings should be addressed to the archivist. Dr. Richard J . Sommers.

- 16 -

